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The Shepherd’s Voice

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Reno, NV

The Way of the Cross 



 
Especially if this is your first time at 
Good Shepherd, welcome!  May 
your worship today inspire and em-
power you for Christian discipleship 
this week.  We ask that you provide 
your name, address and phone 
number in the blue Friendship 
Register at the end of the rows.  
We promise not to pester you. 
 
We welcome and encourage our 
little people to join us for worship!  
However, child care is available 
in the nursery for your convenience 
if you prefer.  Activity bags for kids 
are also available in the hallway.  A 
diaper changing table is available 
in the nursery bathroom. 
 
Assisted Listening Devices are 
available for those with difficulty 
hearing.  Please inquire at the 
Sound Booth. 
 
For information on where to park 
on Sunday mornings, please check 
the second to last page of this 
newsletter or the Welcoming Space 
table.  Questions?  Check with a 
staff member or call the office at 
329-0696. 
 

 
Information Kiosk in the  
Welcoming Space:   
Here you’ll find a lot of good infor-
mation that we don’t always report 
on in print.  This is also the place to 
look for signup sheets for various 
activities. 
 
Our website is at: 
http://www.goodshepherdreno.org. 
 
Are you on Facebook?   
Become a  fan of "Good Shepherd  
Lutheran,  Reno" and receive regu-
lar inspiration, updates, and con-
nection throughout the week!  ❖ 

A Reconciling in Christ 
Congregation 
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A Valentine 
 

Love’s not a card—once a year. 
Love is more a day to day chore. 

 
Love’s not a rose on special days. 
Love’s living and working—always. 

 
Flowers fade and cards are lost 
Love survives whatever the cost. 

 
Elizabeth Lenz 

http://www.goodshepherdreno.org
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 A Message from Pr. Amy Allen 

  

 

Dear Beloved in Christ,  
 
I write this address with intentionality. The apostle Paul penned many of his 
letters to the communities he served with the address “adelphoi in Christ.” 
The Greek adelphoi was translated for centuries as “brothers”; but grammati-
cally the term is a masculine plural noun, which could mean “brothers” or 
more neutrally, “siblings,” as it almost certainly did given the mixed gender 
nature of the churches Paul was addressing. And so more recent transla-
tions have preferred the term “brothers and sisters in Christ.”  
 
Even more recently, however, this address too has come under critique—for 
two reasons. The first critique is in the failure of the term “brothers and sis-
ters” to fully include queer and intersex individuals who may not identify as 
either “brother” or “sister.” It is for this reason that I prefer “siblings.” But the 
second critique is more difficult. It suggests that to refer to a large mass of 
people as siblings is disingenuous, implying a connection that may not readily exist. The same critique has 
also been applied to the term “beloved.” 
 
So, for a while, I attempted to refrain from any address in these types of pastoral letters, lest I offend or pre-
sume upon any individual. Or so the narrative went in my head. But in preparation for our Lenten journey, I 
have been on the way of the cross and the manner in which, through it, God’s heart of mercy intersects our 
often closed and broken hearts of flesh. I have been contemplating and praying about both what it means to 
love and to be loved. And I came across these words from C.S. Lewis: 
 

To love at all is to be vulnerable. 
Love anything,  
And your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly broken. 
If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, 
you must give your heart to no one, not even an animal. 
Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; 
avoid any entanglements; 
lock it up safe in the casket of your selfishness. 
But in that casket—safe, dark, motionless, airless—it will change. 
It will not be broken;  
It will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. 

C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves 
 
Lewis’ words about vulnerability resonate with me—particularly as a naturally socially cautious introvert. And 
so it occurred to me that perhaps I avoid terms like “sibling” and “beloved” not because I am afraid about 
what it presumes upon you, but rather, or at least also, because I am afraid of what it presumes upon me. To 
address you, members and friends of Good Shepherd, as beloved, I open myself up to your acceptance or 
rejection of my words, of my offer of community. I become vulnerable.  
 
But I would like to suggest that this very vulnerability is the essence of Christ’s gift to us on the cross. The 
essence of the way in which he invites us to follow, both this Lenten season and throughout our lives of dis-
cipleship. On the cross, Christ lays bare the heart of God for all so that we might declare with confidence 
that we are all “beloved” in Christ. And so the cross is not a valentine. Nor is this pastoral letter. Nor were 
Paul’s letters to the churches he served. Rather, this cross is an invitation—an invitation to vulnerability, an 
invitation to brokenness, an invitation to love. And so, as we follow the way of that cross,  it is with intention-
ality that I extend the same invitation to you, beloved in Christ. May we love as we have been loved. May we 
open our hearts and our lives to God’s love—to one another. 
 
In Christ’s love,  
Pastor Amy 
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The Way of the Cross 
Throughout the season of  Lent we will explore the 
theme of  broken-heartedness.  Beginning with 
Ash Wednesday, we gather with our hearts of  flesh 
around the cross of  Jesus. Midweek Lenten ser-
vices will follow the Way of  the Cross, stopping 
each week to reflect upon the places Jesus stopped 
as he made his way toward Golgotha. On Sundays, 
we continue to turn our hearts toward Christ as he 
leads our way through this season of  preparation 
toward the cross as a triumphant symbol of  God's 
love for us. 

Lent at Good Shepherd: 

For your daily Lenten devotions:   

You Are the Way 
Available in the Welcoming Space beginning Feb. 4 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus describes himself with a series of “I am” statements: 
I am the Good Shepherd. 

I am the Light of the World. 
I am the Bread of Life. 

Each of these devotions offers an evocative image, a reading from John, a        
quotation to ponder, a reflection, and a prayer.  The writers bring their unique 
voices and pastoral wisdom to reflect on the gospel texts.  May you follow Jesus, 
who is the way, through the days of Lent to the empty tomb. 

Good Shepherd Hosts 

Chrism Mass 
Tuesday, February 20, 10:30am  

Each year the pastors of our Sierra Pacific Synod gather in various locations for the annual “Chrism Mass.”  At 
this service, all the ordained renew their vows, and the Bishop blesses the holy oils to be used for anointing the 
sick, the newly baptized, confirmands, and those affirming their baptism through the Journey with Christ program. 
This year the Chrism Mass  for our area will be held at Good Shepherd.  The congregation is invited to attend. A 
simple luncheon will follow. 
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February 14  
Ash Wednesday:   

A Heart of  Flesh 

 
 

This year our penitential observance of  the beginning 
of  Lent coincides with the secular celebration of  Val-
entine's Day. As we come together in worship on this 
day, we will observe this opportunity for us in the wor-

shipping community to reflect upon our own broken-heartedness and vulnerabilities. 
Coming to God with hardened hearts, we ask God to renew our hearts of  flesh, to soften 
our hardened defensiveness and bring about within us a new spirit that springs from 
ONE heart, the same heart that was in Jesus. 
 

 7am and 12:15pm |  Brief  Order of  Confession and Forgiveness   

 7pm |  Worship with Confession and Forgiveness, Holy Communion  

Midweek Lenten Soup Potluck and Worship:     

Holden Vespers Around the Cross 

Thursdays  Feb. 22, March 1, 8, 15, 22   

   6:00pm Dinner (Be green—bring your own bowl!) |  Worship at 6:30pm 

     

The Triduum:   The Great “Three Days” 
The services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Vigil of Easter unfold in a single movement, as the church each year makes the 
passage with Christ through death into life. 

  

* March 29  | Maundy Thursday | 7pm — We hear the absolution pronounced upon the 

confession that began on Ash Wednesday, and hear Christ’s great commandment as we remember the Last 
Supper. 

  

* March 30 | Good Friday Tenebrae | 7 pm — Tenebrae means “darkness.”  As the 

light dims in the sanctuary and darkness grows, we remember the suffering and death of Jesus offered on the 
cross for our salvation. 

 Stations in the City | 4pm — We gather at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 

and follow the cross to prayer stations around the downtown area. 
      

* March 31| The Vigil of Easter | 6 pm — In the darkness we wait for the light of Jesus’ 

resurrection, and we return to the waters of Baptism to celebrate our new birth with him. 

 

Sunday, April 1 |  The Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day    

7:30am Worship  | 9:00 am & 11:00am - Traditional worship with Great Basin Brass, Timpani and Choir 
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Kids’ Community: 
 
 

 

Save the Date(s) coming up: 
 
 

• Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party–
February 13 at 6pm. See info in sidebar.  

 

• Thursdays in Lent beginning February 
22

nd
, and our worship services are for all 

ages, childcare always provided too!  

 

• All ages, mark down Sunday morning, 
March 11th, 10am—It’s our next Baptismal 

Journey gathering, for children/parents/and sponsors, geared espe-
cially for our youngest kiddos and the people that take up faith with 
them! 
 
 
 

 

Children’s Bell Choir Is 

Back! 
We begin again, this time rehearsing on Thursday nights during 
GIFT (Growing in Faith Together). We start back February 22

nd
. 

During Lent, with our Lenten worship services going  on, the Kids’ 
music time will be following that service from 7pm-7:30pm.  
 
 
 

 

Confirmation  

(7th-8th Graders): 
We are together on Sunday mornings and Thursday nights.  
Sundays we share a devotional and work together as our youth Bell 
Choir 9:55-10:55am. Thursday is our main Confirmation curriculum 
time:  it’s 6pm dinner; Learning, togetherness, faith, and prayer – 
6:30-8pm. Join in! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Youth Retreat to Mt Cross/ 
Santa Cruz—Feb. 23—25, 2018 
 

Keep our group in your prayers as we go and gather with students 
from across our synod (northern California and northern Nevada).  
Brooke    Meredith and Charlie Meredith have been part of the plan-
ning on the Synod Youth Committee, and it’s always an awesome 
time to get our youth to our Synod camp. Youth can still join the car-
avan––just talk to Shaun O’Reilly or email him at 
shaun@goodshepherdreno.org.     

This spring, there will be a series of op-
portunities to help our youth raise funds 
for their trip to the ELCA Youth Gather-
ing in Houston this summer. 
 
The first will be at the Shrove Tuesday 
pancake supper, the evening of Tues-
day, February 13, 2018. Donations will 
be a first step to help the youth get to 
Houston. A recommended donation is 
$5/person and $15/family, but feel free 
to be even more generous if you are 
able! The ELCA Youth Gathering is a 
very significant event in the formation of 
our youth as devoted Christians and Lu-
therans. 
 
Please come enjoy pancakes, games, 
and entertainment as we prepare to shift 
into the Lenten fast, and stay tuned for 
more fundraising opportunities in the 
coming months. 

mailto:shaun@goodshepherdreno.org
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The Sunday Morning Adult Faith Formation group is entering into an extended study of diverse reli-
gious groups. This study is open to all and is based on the book, Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith. In 
this book representatives from different groups tell their own story: who they are, what they believe, 
and how they practice. In many cases, neighbors from the Northern Nevada Interfaith Community of 
which we are a part have agreed to come and speak to us personally.  
 
As people of faith, we are called to honor our neighbor’s faith and trust that it is as heartfelt as our 
own. The first step in so doing is to learn about our neighbors and what they believe. The goal is not 
to call into question our own beliefs or the beliefs of others, or to put these beliefs into a contest with one another, but rather, 
to imagine how as people of faith we might all live together in understanding and love. 
 
As a part of our reception of our neighbors with honor and love, when we have a special guest with us, our group will move to 
Shepherd Hall. We hope that on these dates in particular many who do not normally take part in adult faith formation will take 
advantage of this wonderful opportunity to get to know more about our neighbors of different faiths. 
 
In February, the faiths we will study include: 

Reconciling in Christ Book Group 
Thursday, March 1, 7:00-8:30pm 
 
Stonewall: The Riots that Sparked the Gay           
Revolution by David Carter 
 
In 1969, a series of riots over police action against 
The Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New York City's 
Greenwich Village, changed the longtime landscape 
of the homosexual in society literally overnight. Since then the event 
itself has become the stuff of legend, with relatively little hard infor-
mation available on the riots themselves. Now, based on hundreds of 
interviews, an exhaustive search of public and previously sealed files, 
and over a decade of intensive research into the history and the top-
ic, Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked the Gay Revolution brings this 
singular event to vivid life in this, the definitive story of one of history's 
most singular events. The book is the basis of the PBS American Ex-
perience documentary Stonewall Uprising. On Thursday, March 1st 
from 7:00-8:30pm we will gather in the Ministry Center to view por-
tions of the PBS documentary and discuss the book / documentary. 
All are welcome! 

Date Religion Location 

February 4 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Ministry Center 

February 11 Traditional Native American Religions Ministry Center 

February 18 
Hinduism with special guest, Rajan Zed, 
President of the Universal Society of      
Hinduism 

Shepherd Hall 
(fellowship hall, upstairs) 

February 25 
Buddhism with special guest, Rev. Matthew 
Fisher of the Reno Buddhist Center 

Shepherd Hall 
(fellowship hall, upstairs) 

March 4 Baha’I Faith Ministry Center 

Thursday Nights, 7- 8pm 
Fed and Forgiven  

 
During the season of Lent, adults and high school 
youth are invited to explore some of the many 
layers of meaning in the meal at the heart of 
Christian worship. These sessions are infused 
with a Lutheran understanding of grace, and draw 
the individual to see connections between what 
God has done and what God is doing now. This is 
a part of our Thursday Night "GIFT" curriculum, 
so childcare and elementary / middle school clas-
ses will also be provided.  



Project Homeless Connect 
 
Good Shepherd pitched in to help at Project Homeless Connect on January 
30.  Our thanks to Grace Schoenfeld for rallying the LCGS troops.  She’s 
already committed to doing it again next year! 
 
Top row:  Al Nelson and Jerry Mullen; Tim Dean and Elizabeth Zbinden 

 

Middle row:  Elizabeth Zbinden and Paul Brosy; Judith Inskip; Sandra Dean 

 

Left:  Becky Erdmann, Robby Williams and Ellen Marston 

 

Bottom row:  Linda Stanton and Kent Kubista; Carl Wilfrid 
 

Thanks to all of you! 



January Happenings 

In Worship 
 
 

We think Pr. Amy 
enjoys sprinkling 

people!  We 
know she enjoys  

blessing the 
children. 

To the left: 
Good Shepherd was well  

represented at the Women’s  
March in Reno! 

 
Below:   

Budget Meetings—enough said! 
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Ongoing Faith Formation 
 
Sundays 

• 8:40am Earlybird class 

• 10am Kids’ Community for 3 
years through High School 

• 10am  Adult Faith Formation 

 

Tuesdays  

• 12pm Lectionary Bible Class 

 

Thursdays  

• 3pm  Bible Study 

• 5:30-8:00pm Journey with Christ 

• 7-8pm GIFT: Growing In Faith 
Together (learning groups for all 
ages beginning Feb. 22—starts 
at 6:30pm Feb. 1 & 8)  

 
Call the church office for  holiday 

class schedules 

Lenten Schedule 

 

Shrove Tuesday 
February 13, 6pm 

All donations to support the youth. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
February 14 

Services at 7am, 12:15pm, 7pm 
 

Midweek Lenten Potluck and 
Worship 

Thursdays Feb. 22 and 
March 1, 8, 15, 22 
6pm Soup Potluck 

6:30 Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Triduum: 
The Great “Three Days” 

 

• March 29, Maundy Thursday, 7pm  

 

• March 30, Good Friday Tenebrae, 
7pm  

 

• March 31, The Vigil of Easter, 6pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
Easter Day   

Sunday, April 1  
7:30am Worship  | 9:00 am & 

11:00am - Traditional worship with 
Great Basin Brass, Timpani and Choir  

Ongoing Meetings /Events 
 
Sundays 

• 8am  4GSus Band rehearsal 

• 9:30am  Adult choir rehearsal (choir 

room) 

• Second Mile Giving (3rd Sun./month) 

• Shared Harvest (4th Sun./month) 

 

Mondays 

• 9:30am  Hearts & Hands Quilters (1st 

& 3rd Mon./month) 
 

Tuesdays 

• 5:30pm Justice Huddle (2nd Tues./

month) 

• 6pm Personnel Team (1st Tues./

month) 

• 6pm Green Team (4thTues./month) 
 

Wednesdays    

• 1pm Rebekah Circle (2nd Weds./

month)  

• 5pm OWLS Dinner (3rd Weds./month) 

• 5:30pm Governing Board (3rd Weds./

month) 

• 7pm Matthew 25 Team (3rd Weds./

month) 
 

Thursdays      

• 5:30-8pm Journey with Christ 

(beginning Feb. 22) 

• 7-8pm GIFT (Growing In Faith To-

gether—beginning Feb. 22) 
 

Fridays 

• 9:15am Worship Setup 

• 9:15am Women’s Coffee Club (3rd 

Fri./month) 

Weekday Adult Bible 
Classes 

 
Tuesdays | Noon—Bible class led 
by the upcoming Sunday’s preaching 
pastor at noon on Tuesdays in the 
Ministry Center.  Feel free to bring 
your lunch.   
 
Thursdays | 3pm—Study God’s 
Word with this self-led group weekly 
in the Ministry Center.   
 
Thursdays | 7pm—Dig deeper into 
faith topics.  Discussions led by pas-
tors and members with follow up re-
flection facilitated by a pastor. 

Shrove "Fat" Tuesday 
6:00-7:30pm  

 
$5 per person / $15 family max  

Includes pancakes, sausage, juice 
and milk 

  
Youth fundraiser for those going to 

the National Youth Gathering in      
Houston this summer 
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Shared Harvest is a joint ministry of several local 
Lutheran churches who bring food once a month to 
working-poor families.  They deliver up to 82 bags 
of groceries each month.   
 

Bag assembly is at 1pm, February 25, at St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church. 

 
Call or text Jane Knipmeyer at 762-0940  

if you can assist. 
 

Our shopping list for February:   

• Peanut Butter (We need 27 jars.) 

• Macaroni & Cheese (We need 55 boxes.) 

• Powdered Milk Packets (We need 41 packets.) 

• Chicken Noodle Soup (We need 41 cans.) 

• Disposable Razors (We need as many as       

possible.) 

 
 
 

2nd Mile Giving—Sunday, Feb. 18 
AMMPARO 

Accompanying Migrant Minors with     
Protection, Advocacy, Representation 

and Opportunities  

 

Every month on the third Sunday, we take a spe-
cial offering called the “2nd Mile Offering” which is 
over and above the regular offerings received.  
Each month we focus on a different ministry in our 
Synod.  
 
The February 18 offering will be distributed as fol-
lows:  

•  1/3 to AMMPARO 

•  1/3 to serve poor people locally (Project  

 Lazarus)   

•  1/3  to serve poor people worldwide    

Eddy House 

 

The mission of Eddy House is to 
promote self-sufficiency and em-
powerment to homeless, runa-
way, foster, and other at-risk 
youth, ages 12-24, in an individu-
alized, relationship-based, trust-
ing environment by offering safe-
ty, basic needs, and access to 
community resources in Northern 
Nevada.  

 
Meals for Eddy House 

 

Good Shepherd is hoping to deliver a warm mid-day meal to 
Eddy House youth once a week on Mondays. They serve ap-
proximately 60 young people daily. The address is 423 East 6th 
Street, Reno. 

We will need volunteers to prepare the food at home and deliver 
to the Eddy House at 2:00 pm on Mondays.  If you cannot deliv-
er your food to the Eddy House, you can bring it to the church 
kitchen on Sunday and another volunteer will heat it up and de-
liver it on Monday. If you can deliver your food, please fill in one 
of the "delivery" spots on the signup page.  

Please work with your friends or a group if you would like to col-
laborate.  Thank you for your generous support of this new min-
istry program.  This is most likely the one hot meal that many of 
these homeless youth will eat each week. 
 
For more information and/or signup to help, please go to the 
Signup Genius page at http://bit.ly/2DzSNm 

 
2018 Lenten Collections 

Eddy House 

 

Because the needs of Eddy House change frequently, they 
have created an Amazon wishlist which is updated regularly.   
To access their wishlist at Amazon.com, go to:   
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1X7YACS0553A6/ 
 
For those without easy internet access, several ongoing needs 
include:  Raman Noodles, macaroni and cheese cups, sweat-
shirts (teen and adult sizes), colored pencils, individual ap-
plesauce/fruit cups, socks, and men’s/women’s razors. 
 
Look for the bin in the Welcoming Space to place your dona-
tions.  Thank you! 

http://bit.ly/2DzSNm
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/1X7YACS0553A6/
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Financial Literacy—Coming to a School Near You 
 
There has been a lot about money in the news lately.  There was a brief shutdown of the federal 
government in January because Congress could not agree on a budget.  By the time you read 
this, we may be in crisis mode again for the same reason.  Then there are big changes coming 
from the new tax laws.  Most of us have trouble understanding more than the basic concepts 
involved in the economic issues of our day.  
  
We don’t do much better in dealing with our personal financial lives.  In a study released in 
March, 2017, Nevada ranked in the bottom fifth of every measure of financial literacy.  This boils 
down to way too much debt, no savings, and high-interest borrowing.  This is a great way to 
ensure Nevadans remain poor.   

 
In 1999, the ELCA adopted a Social Statement titled, “Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for All.”  It talks about the 
tension between our capitalist society and our Christian faith.  The statement recognizes that capitalism is the engine of 
our prosperity, and that we all need income and assets to survive.  But the statement calls us to restrain our consum-
erism, and to ensure our actions as a society make provision for the poor, for those displaced by economic and 
environmental change, and to break down systems that keep people in poverty.   
 
In the past two legislative sessions, LEAN has advocated for bills that reform payday lending, and those bills have gener-
ally been successful.  One might say LEAN takes its cue from this line in the Social Statement:  “We call for addressing 
the barriers individuals face in preparing for and sustaining a livelihood . . . “   In the 2017 session, the Legislature did 
something even better than rein in payday lenders:  It mandated that financial literacy be taught in public 
schools.  Senate Bill 249 was passed with little controversy because legislators recognized that all of us, not just the 
poor, lack adequate skills to navigate today’s complex financial world.   
 
The bill calls for age-appropriate teaching to begin immediately in grades three through twelve.  Among the skills 
to be taught are tools to evaluate different types of loans and make other financial decisions, how to manage debt, and 
the impact of compound interest.  Students will learn about identity theft, credit reports, and various types of investments.  
They will learn about insurance and taxes, and how to plan for college, including about scholarships and student aid.  
High school students will also be required to take a semester of basic economics.    
 
This is no vague plan for the future, either.  As part of the bill, the Legislature provided money to school districts to devel-
op appropriate curricula and train teachers.  It mandated that the State Board of Education adopt standards of content 
for all this instruction by February 1, 2018.     
 
Teaching financial literacy should help many Nevadans climb out of financial hardship, but it is just one remedy 
for the larger problem of poverty.  LEAN will be present at the 2019 Legislature to work on such issues as af-
fordable housing, the high cost of health care, and improved education.  Loving and serving our neighbor is our 
Christian vocation, and that takes many forms.    

 
Tuesday, February 20, 5:30pm 
 

The February Justice Huddle will be meeting Tuesday, Febru-
ary 20, at 5:30pm.  Catherine Byrne who is democratic candi-
date for Nevada State Controller will be speaking to the group. 
 

For more information and directions to the location (Becky   
Erdmann’s home), contact Pr. Amy Allen at  
PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org.   

mailto:PrAmy@goodshepherdreno.org
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  INTRODUCING:    

 

  THE ENDOWMENT GRANTING FUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

DREAM IT!  MAKE IT HAPPEN! 
 
Dream it!  Are you involved in a community or church organization that matches our vision?   Do you have 
an idea for a project that is not currently covered in our church budget?  Would a small amount of money make a 
big difference?  If you have a dream for a special way to serve others, but you need some financial support to get 
your project off the ground, this grant could make it happen!  
We award grants in these five areas: 
 

• Local community organizations 
• Ministries supported by the ELCA in our conference  
• National and global mission needs of the ELCA  
• Special programs and facility needs within our church at Good Shepherd   
• Aid to individuals in time of special need  

 
Good Shepherd established an Endowment fund in 1991.  Its mission is 
to “promote responsible Christian Stewardship of people’s accumulated 
assets and to enhance and expand the mission outreach objectives of Lu-
theran Church of the Good Shepherd.”   Each year the Board distributes fi-
nancial grants to further our ability to do God’s work with our hands locally and 
around the world.  Because the Endowment Fund supports projects specifically 
outside of the congregation’s annual budget, these grants help to innovate and 
bring new ideas to how we serve our community and world.   

 
GRANTS AVAILABLE 
Praise God!  In 2017, we were  able  to award  $2,000  in grants.  As our Endow-
ment Fund grows, we hope the dollars we can distribute will also increase.  Prior 
year recipients of grants include the Food Bank of Northern Nevada, Habitat for 
Humanity, Mt. Cross Lutheran Camp, the Fernley Mission Church, missionaries 
in Africa, Sunday School furnishings, college scholarships and many more.  

  
2018 APPLICATION PROCESS 

 Application Period:  March 1—April 15, 2018 
Grant notifications:  June 2018 
The Request for Funding is available on our website at goodshepherdreno.org or the church office. Mail the 
completed form to Good Shepherd Endowment Fund, 357 Clay Street, Reno, NV  89501 or email the appli-
cation to deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org. 

 
DONATE TO THE FUND 
Our Endowment Fund gives donors the opportunity to create a long-lasting legacy to support the ministry of Good 
Shepherd into the future.  Donations can be sent directly to Good Shepherd Endowment Fund,  357 Clay St., Re-
no, NV  89501.  
 
Questions?  Please contact the church office at 775-329-0696. 

The mission of the 

Endowment Fund is to 

“promote responsible 

Christian Stewardship of 

people’s accumulated 

assets and to enhance 

and expand the mission 

outreach objectives of 

Lutheran Church of the 

Good Shepherd.”    

mailto:deanna2@goodshepherdreno.org
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       Rooted In Love 
Our Proposed Ministry Plan Budget for 2018  |  $560,000 

 
 

The Governing Board appreciates the generous giving that supports the work of our congrega-

tion.  Our staff and team leaders have submitted their plans for ministry in 2018, and we pre-

sent a "Cautiously Optimistic" balanced budget for the congregation’s approval February 4 at 

the 10am Congregational Meeting.   
  

In anticipation of the upcoming congregational meeting, the following information has been compiled to help you 
understand our ministry plan for the upcoming year. This plan represents a summary of the proposed budget as it 
has been presented by the Governing Board. Complete budgets are available on the Welcoming Space table or in 
the church office but for the sake of time, will NOT be reviewed line by line during the congregational meeting. If 
you have specific questions regarding the ministries listed in this summary or particular line items of the complete 
budget, please direct them to the Governing Board, Pr. Erik, Pr. Amy, or Deanna in advance of the meeting. 
  

 
  

Offerings:  Each week, members and friends of GS place in the offering plate (or the mail or online) a sign of faith 
in God and support of our ministries.  Some of you have filled out an Estimate of Giving--meaning you have written 
down a financial commitment which you intend to keep in 2018.  Some of you contribute regularly but do not fill out 
this kind of estimate.  Finally, some of you place cash in the offering plate with no ties to your name.  All of these 
types of gifts are received as “offerings” and considered when compiling our budget.  
  

To date:  

 125 households have made financial commitments to the General Fund totaling: $386,385 

 140 households have not given us an estimate although, we anticipate:               $118,000 

 Based on previous year patterns, loose offerings of cash are projected at: $    9,800  

 Gifts from Recovery groups who use our space: $    5,400 

 Gifts from others who use our space for receptions, concerts, and other events: $    1,000 

 Estimated usage of cash reserves: $  39,415 

                                                                           Total Budget Proposed: $560,000 

 

A note regarding the $39,415 (7% of budget) estimated needed from cash reserves:         
        
Good Shepherd has always been a congregation that puts mission and ministry first. In 2016 our congregation took 
a leap of faith to expand our outreach by calling two pastors instead of one. This has allowed us to offer additional 
programming and to reach out further into the community; however, it also meant that we were approving expens-
es that totaled 16% more than our 2016 estimated giving. Thanks to generous giving on the part of many com-
bined with resourceful expense cuts by our staff, that difference shrunk to 11% in 2017. Again, thanks to a combi-
nation of increased giving and careful spending, we are able to present a budget deficit of only 7% this year. Be-
cause we believe that our staff and ministries are essential assets to our outreach into the community and our 
church growth, the Governing Board proposes supplementing congregational giving with use of strategic 
reserve funds. The Governing Board feels cautiously optimistic with our ability to fund this budget for 2018 and do 
so in order to help our giving catch up with the faithful commitment we made two years ago. However, if the gap 
between giving and expenses does not continue to shrink, the Governing Board recognizes that we will 
need to engage a thorough review of all expenses before presenting a budget for 2019. 
 

MONEY COMING IN – Offerings and other monies                                  
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Social Ministry:  Good Shepherd loves being able to help other people in need.  We help support three local min-
istries including the Good Shepherd’s Clothes Closet, Catholic Community Services and the Fernley Lutheran con-
gregation.   We support three ministries globally:  our companion parish in Rwanda, Habitat for Humanity and 
Bread for the World.   Good Shepherd also has 2nd Mile offerings each month.  Throughout the year, as needs 
arise, we will occasionally have special appeals for a particular cause like Disaster Relief.  We try to be generous in 
this “over and above” giving. We plan to maintain giving 8% of our offerings for the Sierra Pacific Synod and church
-wide ELCA.                              Social Ministry    $42,734.80 
 
Worship:  We pride ourselves that we excel in traditional worship as well as blended and contemporary worship. 
For new Christians, worship can be an entry point for “meeting God.”   Our Worship space sets the mood each sea-
son with flowers, banners, and candles. Liturgical art is carefully placed to enhance the experience of worshiping 
God.  We enjoy fine music by a variety of friends and members of Good Shepherd.           Worship  $6,150 
 
Faith Formation:  Good Shepherd places a strong emphasis on the faith formation of children, youth and adults. 
About 50+ hours of weekly staff time is dedicated to teaching, enriching children and mentoring and training lead-
ers.  Kids’ Community, Confirmation, and Sr. High Youth Group each have opportunities for special experiences 
that help create deeper, stronger connections to Christ and to each other.  Resources are provided for adult enrich-
ment as well.     Newer programs like Family Forums, Baptismal Journey, and Journey with Christ continue to de-
velop.                                                        Faith Formation  $7,845 
 
Programming:  (Fellowship, Stewardship, Caring, Outreach)  These ministries are vitally important to our church, 
yet small in the financial impact they have on our budget.  The groups do mighty work in God’s name by coordinat-
ing meaningful fellowship opportunities such as OWLS, men’s and women’s ministries, coffee hours and events; 
ministering and caring for those who already are a part of our church through cards, ministries, meals and eucha-
ristic ministry; and a variety of programs that happen organically throughout the year including our annual participa-
tion in the Northern Nevada Pride parade.                                                    Programming  $5,200 
 
Operating Expenses:  This is what it takes to “run” the church.  These expenses include utilities, insurance, 
maintenance and repairs.   Also included in this total is the cost to run our office:  copiers, banking fees, postage, 
dues, and computers.                                                                                            Office     $26,220 

         Property   $58,200 
 

Staff and Benefits:  At the core of Good Shepherd is our staff of two 3/4 time pastors, three full-time staff and nine 
part-time staff. The work of these people actually crosses over into all of the categories above.  Staff salaries and 
benefits (insurance, pension, continuing education, business expenses) make up approximately 74% of the total 
budget. The Personnel Team recommends a 2.5% cost of living increase be given this year. The pastors' compen-
sation was also calculated using the ELCA Synod Guidelines.  Cost of insurance has increased by about 7%. 
             Salary and Benefits   $413,650.20 

 

 
 

  

Detailed copies of the 2018 Budget are available in the Welcoming Space. 

 

The Governing Board presents a cautiously optimistic balanced budget of $560,000 for 2018. 

 

Thank you to all who have pledged! 

If you have not submitted an Estimate of Giving for 2018, there are forms available on the Welcoming 

Space table and you can place it in the offering or send it to Good Shepherd. 

MONEY GOING OUT - Expenses 

2018 Total Expenses Projected                                      $560,000 



 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

357 Clay Street, Reno, NV  89501 
775-329-0696; Fax 775-329-0703 

email:  staff@goodshepherdreno.org;  website:  http://www.goodshepherdreno.org 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday—9am to 5pm; Friday—9am to 4pm 

 
Staff of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

 

                                       Staff     Extension          Email 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You Are Welcome Here 
 

Welcome to long-time Lutherans, Christians from every tradition, and people new to the faith. 
 

Welcome to all who have no church home, want to follow Jesus, have doubts, or do not believe. 
 

Welcome to new visitors and old friends. 
 

Welcome especially to all who have ever been made to feel unwelcome by the church.   
 

Welcome to people of every age and size, color and culture, marital status, ability and challenge, sexual  
orientation and gender identity.  We want to be clear that we welcome lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender  

and queer persons to participate in the life of the congregation. 
 

Welcome to believers, questioners, and questioning believers.  This is a place where you are  
welcome to celebrate and grieve, to rejoice and recover.   

 
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.   

 
This is a place where lives are made new. 

 
Come and see! 

Notary Public Service  
Available at Good Shepherd 

 

Office Coordinator Maribeth Doerr is a Notary 
Public.  If you need documents notarized, call 
the office to schedule an appointment with 
Maribeth.  She’ll be happy to notarize your 
documents free (with proper identification of 

Photos  

 

We are enjoying the ability to have color photos in 
our publications and to be able to take candid shots 
of our ministry in action.  If you do NOT want your 
photo included in any of these publications, please 
alert the photographer/staff and let them know.  Oth-
erwise, you may see your face in print!     

 ~ Deanna Gaunt 

Pr. J. Erik Allen, Co-Lead Pastor 
Pr. Amy Lindeman Allen, Co-Lead Pastor 

Deanna Gaunt, Dir. of Worship, Finances, & Communication 
Shaun O’Reilly, Director of Faith Formation 

Maribeth Doerr, Office Coordinator & Pastoral Care Assistant 
Marijo Rosevear, Financial Secretary 

Jennie Tibben, Choir Director 
Andrea Lenz, Organist 

Pr. Tom Blake, High School Youth Coordinator 
Derek Nance, Youth Chime / Handbell Director 

Ciara Hornbarger, Faith Formation Assistant 
Nathan Hickox-Young, AV Specialist 

Elizabeth (Dolly) Keller, Events Coordinator 
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